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and I hope it will not daunt you. But there has been so
much that is amusing and interesting, and indeed so much
that has been of importance, in the queer negotiations
wherein I have been the medium between France and Ger-
many during the past year that it is possibly worth your
while to know of them a little in detail.

On March 6,1905, Sternburg came to me with a message
from the Kaiser to ask me to join with the Kaiser in in-
forming the Sultan of Morocco that he ought to reform
his government, and that if he would do so we would stand
behind him for the open door and would support him in any
opposition he might make to any particular nation (that is
to France) which sought to obtain exclusive control of Mo-
rocco, On the following day he submitted to me a memo-
randum to the same effect, stating that the Emperor re-
garded France and Spain as "a political unity," who wished
to divide up Morocco between themselves and debar her
markets to the rest of the world, and that if Spain should
occupy Tangiers and France to the Hinterland they would
be able to dominate the roads to the Near and Far East.
I answered this by stating that I did not see my way clear
to interfere in the matter, for I did not think that our in-
terests were sufficiently great, but expressed my friendli-
ness to Germany generally and my expectation and belief
that her policy was one for peace. I had some further
interviews with Speck, and on April 5th lie wrote me again.
This time he maintained that England and France were
allies; that he must insist upon a conference of the powers
to settle the fate of Morocco. In this memorandum he (the
Emperor) stated that Germany asked for no gains in Mo-
rocco; she simply defended her interests and stood for
equal rights to all nations there. He then added, in Speck's
words:

"Besides this she is bound to think of her national dig-
nity. This makes it necessary for her to point out to
France that her national interests cannot be disposed of
without asking her for her consent and cooperation. Since
35 years Germany has been obliged to keep an armed de-